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The President’s Weekly Address
May 22, 2010

One month ago this week, BP’s Deepwater
Horizon drilling rig exploded off Louisiana’s
coast, killing 11 people and rupturing an under-
water pipe. The resulting oil spill has not only
dealt an economic blow to Americans across the
Gulf Coast, it also represents an environmental
disaster.

In response, we’re drawing on America’s best
minds and using the world’s best technology to
stop the leak. We’ve deployed over 1,100 ves-
sels, about 24,000 personnel, and more than 2
million total feet of boom to help contain it.
And we’re doing all we can to assist struggling
fishermen and the small businesses and com-
munities that depend on them.

Folks on the Gulf Coast and across America
are rightly demanding swift action to clean up
BP’s mess and end this ordeal. But they’re also
demanding to know how this happened in the
first place and how we can make sure it never
happens again. That’s what I’d like to spend a
few minutes talking with you about. 

First and foremost, what led to this disaster
was a breakdown of responsibility on the part of
BP and perhaps others, including Transocean
and Halliburton. And we’ll continue to hold the
relevant companies accountable not only for be-
ing forthcoming and transparent about the facts
surrounding the leak but for shutting it down,
repairing the damage it does, and repaying
Americans who’ve suffered a financial loss. 

But even as we continue to hold BP account-
able, we also need to hold Washington account-
able. Now, this catastrophe is unprecedented in
its nature, and it presents a host of new chal-
lenges we’re working to address. But the ques-
tion is what lessons we can learn from this disas-
ter to make sure it never happens again. 

If the laws on our books are inadequate to
prevent such an oil spill or if we didn’t enforce
those laws, I want to know it. I want to know
what worked and what didn’t work in our re-
sponse to the disaster and where oversight of
the oil and gas industry broke down. We know,
for example, that a cozy relationship between
oil and gas companies and the agencies that reg-
ulate them has long been a source of concern. 

Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar has taken
steps to address this problem, steps that build
on reforms he’s been implementing since he
took office. But we need to do a lot more to pro-
tect the health and safety of our people, to safe-
guard the quality of our air and water, and to
preserve the natural beauty and bounty of
America. 

In recent weeks, we’ve taken a number of
immediate measures to prevent another spill.
We’ve ordered inspections of all deepwater op-
erations in the Gulf of Mexico. We’ve an-
nounced that no permits for drilling new wells
will go forward until the 30-day safety and envi-
ronmental review I requested is complete. And
I’ve called on Congress to pass a bill that would
provide critical funds and tools to respond to
this spill and better prepare us to confront any
future spills.

But we also need to take a comprehensive
look at how the oil and gas industry operates
and how we regulate them. That’s why on Fri-
day, I signed an Executive order establishing
the National Commission on the BP Deepwater
Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling. While
there are a number of ongoing investigations,
including an independent review by the Nation-
al Academy of Engineering, the purpose of this
Commission is to consider both the root causes
of the disaster and offer options on what safety
and environmental precautions we need to take
to prevent a similar disaster from happening
again. This Commission, I’d note, is similar to
one proposed by Congresswoman Capps and
Senator Whitehouse.

And I’ve asked Democrat Bob Graham and
Republican Bill Reilly to cochair this Commis-
sion. Bob served two terms as Florida’s Gover-
nor and represented Florida as a United States
Senator for almost two decades. During that
time, he earned a reputation as a champion of
the environment, leading the most extensive
environmental protection effort in the State’s
history.  

Bill Reilly is chairman emeritus of the board
of the World Wildlife Fund, and he also is
deeply knowledgeable about the oil and gas in-
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dustry. During the Presidency of George
H.W. Bush, Bill was Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, and his tenure
encompassed the Exxon Valdez disaster. 

I can’t think of two people who will bring
greater experience or better judgment to the
task at hand. In the days to come, I’ll appoint
five other distinguished Americans, including
scientists, engineers, and environmental advo-
cates, to join them on the Commission. And
I’m directing them to report back in 6 months
with recommendations on how we can prevent
and mitigate the impact of any future spills
that result from offshore drilling.

One of the reasons I ran for President was
to put America on the path to energy indepen-
dence, and I’ve not wavered from that com-
mitment. To achieve that goal, we must pur-
sue clean energy and energy efficiency, and
we’ve taken significant steps to do so. And we

must also pursue domestic sources of oil and
gas. Because it represents 30 percent of our oil
production, the Gulf of Mexico can play an im-
portant part in securing our energy future. But
we can only pursue offshore oil drilling if we
have assurances that a disaster like the BP oil
spill will not happen again. This Commission
will, I hope, help provide those assurances so
we can continue to seek a secure energy future
for the United States of America. 

Thanks so much.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:05 p.m. on May 21 in the Blue Room
at the White House for broadcast on May 22.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 21, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on May 22.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Commencement Address at the United States Military Academy in West
Point, New York
May 22, 2010

The President. Thank you. Please be seated.
Thank you very much. Good morning. 

Audience members. Good morning.
The President. It is wonderful to be back at

the United States Military Academy, the old-
est continuously occupied military post in
America, as we commission the newest offi-
cers in the United States Army. 

Thank you, General Hagenbeck, for your
introduction, on a day that holds special mean-
ing for you and the dean, General Finnegan.
Both of you first came to West Point in the
class of 1971 and went on to inspire soldiers
under your command. You’ve led this Acade-
my to a well-observed recognition: best college
in America. And today you’re both looking for-
ward to a well-deserved retirement from the
Army. General Hagenbeck and Judy, General
Finnegan and Joan, we thank you for 39 years
of remarkable service to the Army and to
America. 

To the Commandant, General Rapp, the
Academy staff and faculty, most of whom are
veterans, thank you for your service and for in-

spiring these cadets to become the “leaders of
character” they are today. Let me also ac-
knowledge the presence of General Shinseki,
Secretary McHugh, the Members of Congress
who are with us here today, including two for-
mer soldiers this Academy knows well, Senator
Jack Reed and Congressman Patrick Murphy. 

To all the families here, especially all the
moms and dads, this day is a tribute to you as
well. The decision to come to West Point was
made by your sons and daughters, but it was
you who instilled in them a spirit of service
that has led them to this hallowed place in a
time of war. So on behalf of the American peo-
ple, thank you for your example, and thank you
for your patriotism. 

To the United States Corps of Cadets, and
most of all, the class of 2010: It is a singular
honor to serve as your Commander in Chief.
As your Superintendent indicated, under our
constitutional system, my power as President
is wisely limited. But there are some areas
where my power is absolute. And so, as your
Commander in Chief, I hereby absolve all ca-
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